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SUNDAY, MARCH S, 1903,

CIRCULATION DURING FEBRUARY:

W. B. Carr, Business Manager of The St, Louls Re-
public, being duly sworn, says that the actual number of
full and complete copirs of the Dally and Sunday Re-
publie printed during the month of February, 198, all In
regular editions, was as por schedule bolow:

Date, Coplea Date, Coplen
1 .. (Sanday) ..118.4%0 106 .. (Sanday) ..122.910
B cisnvenssisa 11,740 18 cecsrssssnses 115,000
B ciscesssassss 117,000 1T asssssessass 11T, 140
B siinnnnrnnssIIBIN0 | IN LsiiiaenieesJ1INTIO
B assssvscnssss118.900 I civessnenaseslifiiiiio
B ooirvrssssansa 115410 B0 covsssessesss 110500
T sovnvossonesessliITBTO | Bl vevevonsenssss 1165000
B .. (Sunday) .. 1204880 | 22 .. (Sanday) .. 121200
P oacssnnonnanslIBME0 | 2% .0venceeses116,500
B0 cnvvinesnaassTITHI0 | 24 ..iinnnnnaas116200
Bl ccvnncnnensealiNN0 | 25 ... 0cvccinse-110,3050
R cevecnonseeesd1G080 | 238 ..cvinaesae 116000
A3 cevesncnanns BIBNI0 | BT cccicnceessa 116,800
I cencnesansssMITRI0 | 28 ..0uvceesnns118,450

Total for the MOnth...cccivevienissnssesnssess ThaN 7,080
Less all coples spoiled in printing, left over or

Net number distributed.......ccesesisssssrnssses s.214,13
Averape dally Qistribution....ccvsieiaasessssssssrnsas
And mald W, B. Carr further mays that the number
of coples returnad and reported unsold during the moath
of February was €3 per cent
W. B. CARR

Sworn to and subseribed before me this 25th day of
February, P
J. F. FARISH.

Notary Public, City of St. Louls. Mo
My term expires April =5, 1906
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WORLD’S—1904—FAIR.

INDEPEXNDENT HOUSE TICKET.

As 8t. Louis studies the lists of candidates filed
regularly the more forcible appear the reagons for an
independent House of Delegates ticket.

Not only are the regular candidates unworthy men |
In several wands, but in others where they are.
negatively worthy they are not possessed of the posi- |
tive force which would make them influential for good
in such s body.

Under the law it is practically' impossible to con-
struct an independent ticket by a combination of the
best names on the regular party tickets. The only
way to procesd s to place a wholly new ticket in the
field; and in each ward the ticket could have but one
name-=that of the candidate in that ward.

Since the power of the machines is 8 strong nnder
the law, there is nothing to be gained Ly concealiug
the weakness of the chanee of electing a complete in-
dependent ticket for the Honee of Delegates. But a
vigorous and watchful movement could place In the
House a fow good cltizens of ripe judgment and ab-
solute reliability who might produce results far be-
Fond the proportion represented by their numbera

Counting all the disadvantages under which an in-
dependent movement would labor, the crisis of good
government and the disgrace of an lmpotent House
of Delegates call for a union of the best men of both
parties to remove the disgrace If possible.

GRUBR IN THE AMBER.
Pretty! in amber 1o ohserve the férms .
Of balrs, or straws or dirt, or grubs, or

wormsl
The things, wa know, arve neither rich nor
rure,
Fut wonder how the devil they got there
Bimllarly, we know there is pothing about a con-
victed boodler, viewed by himself, to arouse any spe-
clal curiosity: but he immediately becomes an object
of Interest when we observe that there are five of
him in the House of Delegates making laws for the
people of Bt. Louis; and we wonder at the system of
human affairs whick permits criminals to retain
seats In & lawmaking body.

Of course there are laws which attempt to cover
this state of things. It is a contingency whieh has
been In the minds of American lawmakers ever since
they provided for the impeachment of Presidents
Missouri's statutes sflord :neans of removing felons
from public office, but such removal cannot be ac-
complished, In the present lustance, with any degree
of dispatch,

The boodlers retain thelr seats under a claim that
they are not “convicted™ until the Supreme Court
shall have passed upon their cases; that until thelr
appeals have been determined they muost be regarded
a5 lawfnl izcumbents. The technical question as to
when they are convicted withing the statute’s mean-
ing could mot be determined, it s said, in the short
Time remaining of the boodlers’ terms, which expire
with the coming election., when an entire new House
will be electe]l. Under this siate of facts no remiss-
pess can be attributed to those in charge of the law's

. smforcement, since litigation obviously would be a

' mere waste of time, epergy snd expense. Under
other circumstances the dificulty would not be al-
lowed thue to solve itself.

Our system of jurisprudence, lax and dilatory
though it appears in this instance, may or may not
be faulty. Possibly, probably, its provisions would
be found, in the greater number of cases like the
present, to accord with justice and subserve the ire-
quirements of the municipality. Consideration and
eriticism of the statutes have no special vaive for us
pow—we should be concerned less with meaps to re-
niove boodlers from office than with means to prevent
them from getting iuto office In the first place. The
grube in the amdber—we “wonder bow the devll they
ot there¥” :

"L Apart from every other consideration, the spec-
of five boodlers occupying seats in the Munici-
Assembly s an object lesson that should cling in
mental visicn of every man in St. Louls who is

to cxercise the right of suffragc. b
- The grubs got in the amber because the votes of |

| from the voters CYCE, }

respectalile eltlzens put them thero—respectabile hut
duped eltizens, who for years had geadunlly acquired |
an Indifference to their own and the city’s welfare, |
who had relinguished Httle by litile their coutrol of
the town In which they lived, aud sullered gangsters |
to usurp their prerogatives, take the ascendency HU'I:
wake laws to regulate the conduct and daily affaies |
of a comwunity, :
We'are entering a eampaign the onteome of which |
will be to elect an entive House of Delegaies and
hatlf the Council. More grubs stand ready to sneak

| into the administrative amber, 0 the party 1l|:sml;.-_--l'r-!
! memis of the world are friewdly in thelr attitule to-

will permit them. Onee given a chance o v, the

grube will endeavis (o hide thelr shapes aud colors

A pure, clear, amber guality of administration is
the standard. To secure it depends upon the tieker- |
muakers o the first lostance. They have mmile prom-
Ises calenlated to Inspire a degree of faith, In the
secomd Instance, the voters most demand  that 1hose
promises be kepr, and, to that end, ohserve carefully
the campalgn and tbhe conventiofs. Wateh the muk
ing of the tickets awnd serotinize the result, If the
promizes have not been kept, then wlere seratehing |
affords a rewedy employ it frecly,

s
SUCCESS UNLIMITED.

The Civie Improvement lLeague alms high in s
plaus for bettering St Lonis by stimuolating puln!]vl
epirit amd exercising persuasion or mportunity, as |
may appear advisable, in dealing with officials of the
municipal government. DBut it does not alm oo high.
If only several of the {mportant projects which the
assoclation propeses to promote should be consum-
mated, it will bave done Inestimable good for St
Lonisa

Irresistible pressure may be brought to bear, for u
just and reasozable cause, by a progressive bhand of
approximately 1,000 members, like this League., The
association will stand, as long as its officers remain
trie to the platform of advascement, a power with
the people and with the eity.  On oceasion it will be
able o draw to s support an unfederated following
that will be practically supreme in enforcing demmds
for improveients,

8t, Louis neads a strong organization of this Kind,
with influence In every wand and even in every pre-
cinet, an orgnnization that may be trusted to act and
appeal always in a manner and on lines conduecive 1o
the general good. The League will not be an impedi-
ment to & progressive administration: it will be s
powerful asdstant. To corruption and misrule it will
be a relentless foe.

The League's programme for the immediate future,
#s expounded by President Leighton, gives promise
that some ardent work will be done for 8t. Louls, He
annonnced that efforts will be made to solve the water
problem aud urge the establishment of a suitable puri-
fication plaut; that the extension of the underground
wire district will be pressed as a necessity; that ef-
forts will be made to prohibit the erection of poles
on boulevarnds; that municipal departments will be re-
quested to co-operate in a campaign to keep the city
clean,

More plans have been outlined, but these alone con-
stitute a great prospective work, If the League can
do nothing more than to obiin clear water and to
have cables and wires removed from the steeets it will
do enough to merit approbation from the whole publie.
Both of these projects bave been in abevance for
rears and _are stll undetermived. Both enterprises
should be started at the public celebrations which will
fe conducted under the ausplces of the association.
The audiences should be mude acquainted with the
reasons and necessity for purifying the waier supply
and for getting the wires undergronnd and having un-
slghitly poleg removed from puablie places, The\pub-
lic will support both crusades, for the nrojects are
strietly public in uature amd wouald afford henvtits
1o all

The League hns accomplished =uch O-sady, I:
lias done exceediogly well in its comparatively sbort
life. Jumdging by the President's report it {s destined
to be an influential factor in bringing about larce vub-
lie mprovements. 1t 5 goiog now on a bizher and
mare arduons conrse; yet, while its Inbors mar he
harder, it will gnin In numbers and strength andg will
be capable of procesding with morve exnedition ard
achieving more notable successes,

~&
REPRODUCING AND PRESERVING.

Even to the theorist who most stoutly affirms Mr.
Roosevelt's laudable proposition it Is evident that the
numbers and size of the Amerlcan’s family are oot
matters over which government may exercise the
elightest degree of control. That inereased reproduc-
tiveness Is desirable with a view to our future great-
ness may be assumed as true, but the guestions of
enrly marriages, more marriages, and the number of
children depend solely upon individoal privilege and
cholee,

Government, however, may Indirectly Influence the
race’s reproductiveness; it may give a greater effect
to present reproductiveness, Instead of Inangurating
a crusade for early warriages and larger families the
reformer might demand measures to decrease mor-
tality among the infant population. Here he will find
a field for practical effort.

The percentage of infanis which die under the age
of 2 years is enormons, of those above 2 and under
5 years, likewise, and of those sbove O and dying
under 10 years, great though considerably less, De-
velopment of the germ theory and of the inoculation
theory has already demonstrated and s demonstra-
ting furtber that the diseases which cause children’s
deathis are controllable—the causes of death are re-
movahie. Remove these causes and yon produce an
increase, practically, in infant life. Yon multiply the
rate of praductiveness, You increase not only popula-
tion, but the quality and efficiency of eitlzenship,

Science proves, and reason approves the con-
clusion, that the moftality among children Is gov-
erned by sanitary copditions. Improve these condl-
tlons, and you sensibly affect the result. Perfect coo-
ditions mean perfect health in normal ehildren. Gov-
ernment should make it a priovipal business to con-
trol sanitary conditions and by thorongh and com-
prehensive plans to preserve the life and Lealth of
young Ameriea. Such s plan embodied ,as a prinei-
pal and enduricg policy of government, and consist-
ently followed, would In the course of a single gen-
eration produce visible physical changes—which in
themselves would necessarily affect the marriage and
birth rate.

By a genersl progress along sanitary lnes the
present gdult population wounld share the benefits; the
average vitality and vigor of population of all ages
would be enhanced. In short, the power of the race
as well as numbers could not fail of improvement.

It 30 per cent of children die because of unsgni-
tary conditions. the saving of that number is as bene-
ficial to America as the producing of that number.

Compared with a crusade for reproductiveness, a
plan of preservation to be adopted as an active poliey
of government would be practicable and directly bene-
fcial; a commoen-sense scheme a8 agalnst & theory.

-l
GOOD EXPLOITATION.

President Francis is showing the people of the Old
World what sort of energy is back of the St Louis
World's Fair. When be finishes his European tour
interest in the Exposition will be at a high mark
there. Europeans will have a better concepifou of
the maguitude and scope of the institution and they
will appreciate to a certainty that it will be really an
internativnzl affalr, They will also be convinced that

St. Louls is progressive enongh to fultill its pledges.

More cordinl recentions coulill por have been ox-
poecial than have beett extemdod 1o Me, Franpeis, e
cottll  scarcely  achieve more  pronoanced  success,
quick and thorough as he always Ix. than he is
achieving, He is greeted with every sign of respect
and with truly Americnn hospitality Ly prominent
men, commereinl associdtions, Calilnet offfeers, legls-
Iative boddies amd rilers.  Ilis uission s Lardly fully
explained  anywhere before Bis purpose s acconi-
plistuad.

I thers wis auy doubt that the principal Govern-

wiard the S Louis Interantionnl BExposition, that
doubt s pow dispeliel. My, FPrancis's tone sl his
fmenetings whth heads of  sovernment lave demon-

stratmd that eacd great nation of Buvope not only real-
Izes the signifieanee of the Fair, but is resolved pot
o be surpassed in exhibirs,

There is assuratee of the most comprebeusive and
interesting collective Envopoan display that has ever
bien shown outside of the 0Ll World; very probably
Bowill equal, If not actually excel, any such exhibit
ever nuude in Enrope,. There sre many good reasons
why European nations should make belier ex-
hibits at an international exposition held in the United
Ntates than at one held on the Continent. Many of
these reg=ons are based on the lmense rivaley pre-
vailing there, which wonld [mdoee one nation pot 1o
promote the epterprises of another nation to its own

the

| possible disadvantnge,

The all-the-world character of the St Louis World's
Fair is firmly established by the snecess of Mr. Fran-
cis at Faropean capltals,  Sovereigns assure enrnest
co-operation toward assisting (p making the Fair a
sueccvss; they desire to show what progress their own
countries have made, The mercantlle nssocintions of
the great Ewropenn countries siso undersiand well
the meaning of the American term “commercial ex-
pansion™ amd it 1= thelr purpose to see that thelr seyv-
eral Governments make creditable exhibitz. A1l in-
dieations are exceptionally promising and if the St
Lonis World's Fair shonld not be the greatest Worlld's
Falr ever held the whole world wiil be subprised.

e

Landscape Architect Parsons should state, if he
has not done so, how many majestic trees remain in
Forest Park. That would be more Interesting than
the relation of how many have been cut down, Forest
Park will lose pone of its beauty from the World's
Fair. For the treea that were lost it will gain sev-
eral magnificent buildings and a new Ilandseape, in
the western section, thut will add to the pleasure-
ground’s attractiveness. Forest Park still is and ever
will be one of the tinest parks in the world.

il
.

Capitalists scoking a profitable investment of thelr
money should be able to find ample inducement for
the erection of another big downtown hbotel In St
Louis. The necessity for such a hotel is normal and
permanent, insurlng good returns on the money placed
into such an enterprise, while the extraordinary de-
mand ereated by the World's Fair guiarantees an ad-
ditionnl profit of excoptional richness,

—— b .

Liberal and increas 1 World’s Falr appropriations
by the States are an earnest of this eountry’s prom-
ises 10 tBe world, and are in keeping with the greatly
renewed interest manifested by forelgn couniries. En-
thusigsm in the United Statea is the tirst desideratum,
With plenty of home enthusiasm we could depend on
forelgn curfosity to do the rest,

S e W m

Will 450 or 600 naw sireet cars effectually solve
the local transportation problem? That is 1he ques-
tion. However, the public will be thankful for every
improvement. The railway service is a watier of
particnlar public concern ‘and do’ doubt the peopled
wottld reap advantage from some sort of municipal
supervision of the varions lines,

&
-

To the uext man who £tops you on the street and
asks for 4 nickel wherewith to boy “food.” say that
the Sireet Department i8 looking for men who are

able and willing to work.
‘#L

RECENT COMMENT.

Slamp In American Markasmanship,
Pilteburg Press, .

It has =0 long boen a boast that Americans in general,
and the gunners of the American Navy In particular, were
the best marksmen In the world, that it gives more or
less of a shock of surprise to be told by Admiral Dewey
that our gunners are falling behind those of other Powers.
Of course, Dewey knows, e is as good a judge of onr
own marksmanship as aby one who can be found, and he
hag just returnad from the mancuvers In the West Indies,
where he made this and kindred matters a special study.
And there i8 no reason to suppose that he is going off at
half-cock. or jumping to conclusions, for the man who
epspended the battls of Manila for breakfast and whose
order for the beginming of that memorable struggle was
“Fire when you are ready, Gridley,"” is proverbially cool.
Of course, marksmanship i= simply a matter of practice.
There are some degrees of natural aptitode, but after all,
the reason why our nuvy excellad so much in this respect
a few years ago wns its abundant practica, What eur
gunners did to the Spanish was a revelation, and foreign
navies have beén increasing their gun practice ever since.
Oddly enough, sa though content with our laurels, we
have been decr=asing ours, with the inevitable result that
Admiral Dewey indicates. The Govérnment ean afford all
the powder and shell necessary, and it Is to be trusted Ad-
miral Trewey will see that thera is more target work from
now o

The Teacher's Self-Sacrifice.
The World's Work.

Meantime, and all the time, thers |2 a spirit onderneath
the whole of American education—a spirlt in some plices
heralcally strong, which Is pushing the work of teaching
upward In splte of all the circumstances which would
scem 10 make It impossitle, It declares that, however the
public regard it, this work is Intrinsically and Inevitabily
the most dignified and Important that any man or woman
can engage in. Tt is n =pirit that leads eOome men and
women to remaln at work, mot only admitting that they
are in the rag-tag and bobtall of the pryfessions, but in
fact because they are in the rag-tag and bobtall—because
that {5 where there is at this moment the greatest nead for
them. 1If teachung I# moving one little barleycorn toward
the front, It is because of the work of such as these, look-
ing beyond the common regand of communities to the real
satisfaction, the authenmtic, legitimate, Wcorruptible con-
tent of rendering a service Inferior to Done.

War Loning Its Charms,

Leslle’'s Weekly

in his chapter on “Militarism and Its Nemesis" the
late M. Bloch cuntends with eminent truth that the con-
ditlons of war are such In modern times that “military
life s much less attractive than it was of okl and in the
course of a few ¥ears will be even less attractive.” The
milltary profession does not enjoy the privilezes it once
did; it is losing both ita prestige ond it® power in moat
civilized lands The complex reguirements of modern life
and the higher scale of living enjolned by modern soclety,
the larger emphasis placed upon the humanities in our
day, upon Intellectual attaimments and rewards of indus-
trial and commercial anterprise—all these¢ things are turn-
ing the thoughts and ambitions ¢f men away from mili-
tarizsm and its uncertain and jnadequate compensations,

A Call ¢ -
Boston Herald 2 et Busts
Spring is coming. There are signa of It in the almanacs
as well as In tbe akies and tha atmosphere. The winter's
snow Is fast disappearing. and there is beiminess in the
alr that clearly betokens what is just ahead of us The
biuebird, the song sparrow, the roldn and the blackbird,
which are the surest harbingers of the springtime, are
twittering or warbling on the fence mils In the meadows,
and the wild geese are fiying porthward tver our heads
We =hall u btedly get occasiopal cold snaps, and more
snowstorms, perhaps, but their visits will net be protracted
por their infivence long felt. The sun l= getting too warm
for them. Spring is coming, and 1t is coming fast. .

A Neglected Cult.
Washington -gl:ar.

“Our son seeqms 1o be goln' right in for culture,” said
Mrs. Corntossel L

“Yes.," snpswered her husbund fn a tone of slight dlsap-
mmmmmm- Fiio

Women and Dolls: MAX

WRITTEN FOR THE SUNDAYT REPUBLIC,
. The Jove of little girls fur thelr dolls
I3 a very werious love; it absolutely
amomts 1o tenderness,
1 have watehed ttle
dolls, and doteciad In (helr eyes that al-
most divine glatee that vou esn see In dee
Young inotlers ending thelr litile

girls nurse. thel

For that mntier, o little gicl i3
STV 1ok lodure,
Bas mone, or very few, of
. Tintler of 4 man: et a8 young
Birl b, yeurs of age, sl the chiruc-
teristies of B woman
T hitve knowh tle pirle G 10 andd 12

WHO Were popfoet fhioe
Tul bouse koo e
I remvinber

litthe rogusttng, cate-
devoted muthers,

une who siernly refused (o

RCcompally ur to a most templing party,
1’_"“ Wide Ner doli bad & eold aml she felt
"lf' must 2059 at home to norse it

Bhe was gleolutels seflous over it, and
found even great dellght In remalning wut
heme all the time Ly the bedside of her
dull. 1 remember another who had spent
the whkole morning cleaning  her doll's
houss from tap to bettorn, When 1t was all
Over she drew a grear sigh of relisf. At
last.” she suld, “the house is clean: that's
comfort, anywiy.”

A good, dutiful  bourgesi=s  housewife

would not huve expressed otherwise, Have
You not, some of you, even seen lttle gl
Eive medicines to thelr dolls, rock them 1o
sleep, put them to bal, tuck them in mos
car«fully. an the bed clothes do

M

not choke them and | * them to have
nightmares? 1 have, many times
A moan very often shows Inclinations.

tastes, and all uther sorts of charncteristic
trafts which hls parents never discovered
In him when he was 4 young bov: bhut o
woman of 30 s what she was at 10, only o
little more so.

A bad boy may becomn a very good man,
and I have known very good bhoys become
very bad men; bot a loving little gisl will
make & loving wife und a tender mother:
# cold and uncaring girl will become a
heartless woman, sn Indifferent wife and
mother, boy Is a boy; a girl is & Httle
woman.

This is go true that wemen, many women
nt afl events, who treated their dolls us if
they wire children, treat their children as
if they were dolls

Lalthoush 12

* halr ut 1

|.

ORELL

it I= the survival of the lttle girl T the
womui. 1 have known wommen allow thed
hiir of thelr boys to fall down thelr backs |
In long curis, because they jooked prettier
"nn more ke ada

have hnown Qhat
¥ap of
Bocdle=

wak

oiher  far sours
poriant parts of the
anglomy

What
Tt
Ive to her Lab tr

si=siing on v

oyun o s

most ntten

sdiztifutl
v gald
otte hut liereel
tend her Hrile
But it 1
only the sati=faction af a doty performed
thit makes that womun lock so happy: it
t« nl=p the pleasure she derives from it
And the odd< are ten to one that this
VATY  worn will piny at doll with her
child a wy deal too long, and that the
day on which she will be compelled to allow
the child to h more libherty and bacotny
Independent of her she will resent ft.
There ix not T belleve, o single olderly
wWiman That does not prefer the chiki of
her dnughts rdau r hers=if, who
genlle dol! who
out the help of

MAX ORELL.

has becoms pow o
dresses und undresses W
nnybody.

And i1 thi§ dpughiter dos har
mother 1o b with the zra d Just aw
She likes there will be tros vaused by

Jealousy. There will be two women now 1o
play at dolis

Why dore 0 grandmother Indulze a yimng
chlld, give sweels amd candles? J= 1t 1o give
that oBild a good digesitin® No, = to |
play at dolls. Do they dress llitle gicls Hkea
the “‘principal be; of pantomimes in the

Transfiguration ordey mis ke
them acquire modest =ir ensible 1
tion=? No, it is to pi
Womnn pionyvs at
ife, with her tovs, with hoer o1
her grindchildren, and with h
are women of G w
they are 40, behave
dress as 17 thes
ngain.

I have never heard women have a gang
waord to say of daughters-in-luw who had
not glven children to thelr son& Poor dear
ol Jadies!

They certainly were under the impresston
that their xons had only one objeet in
view when they conlemplated matrimony,
that of presenting “Grinnle™ with dolls 1o
play with. I quite understand that grand-
mothers should be sdmired, that children
chould bless them and advise other children
ta “get some,” when they have not got any,
but I do think thot grandmothers should be
Neld up to the world as models, because
more than nine times out of ten they epol)
children and derive pleasure, not from du-
ties performed to the child, but from the
satisfaction of playing at Jdolls.

I have very often met sensible mothers,

| but grandmothers seldom; they genernlly ..

nre Incorpigible sinners—and proud of 1
too,

Alphon=e Karr, In his Reminiscences, re. ¢
lates how he used to meet In soclety a
voung and charming woman who always
behuved toward him in a very cool man-
uer.

I'nable to understand the reason. he one
day took w ehalr by her side, made himself
particularly pleasant, and polnt-biank asked
her why she did nut seem pleased to me«t
bim, und fnguired whether he might have
unvonsclously done anything to cause her
diegleasure,

For a long time she defended herself, as-
vuring him that her ceolness toward him
wuk only in his |magination; but, as he in-
sisted, she ot last sald to him: *“Well, I
will tell you. It wns thirty-five years ago,
One afternoon you called on us and 1 was ia
the drawing-roam.

“HBelng lavited to take 2 seat by my
mother, vou chose an armchalr on which
my doll wos asleep. You removed It and
quite unceremontously Iaid It on a table,
hesd downwarde, st the risk of hurting ft.
In fact, you damaged ifis nose, I conecelved
for yon a perfect hatred, and. upon my
word, 1 do not think that 1 am now capabie
of forgiving you nltogether,

The lady was 40 years old.

Maral-1f you want to get into the good
graces of o woemnn, praise her baby; if yon

;t

% | want a littie girl to love you, admire her

dells and treat them with respect.
Coprright, 1%8, by W, R Hearst. Great Brite
win rights reserved.

Should Women Propose? OPIE READ
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Newspapers, magazines, the pulpit are
discussing marriage in all of its phases,
romantic and practical, and in this there
is nothing new,

The discusston began when woman was
first told that she might begin to think for
berself—and act against her Judgment,

Hut some of
a comparatively new view, or at jeast have
revived an ancient Idea. that woman should
be permitted to propose.

One woman say2 that many a man of
the present day is too diffident. too lack-
Ing tn will force, 1o put the vital questlon.

That may be, no doubt §s, but what sort
of a husband would such a man make?
Wouldn't he be rather a weak defender of
the castle?

Love, of course, ought to Le the basis
of marriage—the divorce lawyers tell us
that as they read ihe passionate love let-
ters of some poor fool caught In a brier
trap balted with roses; but love is not
diffident.

Love ls not silent. love may splutter,
but it forces expression.

Love does mot permit a thought, a
vearning, to lie fallow, Love is a blabber,
U tender gos<ip, a retalléer of sweet and
blushing nunsensse.

This = natural; It came away back some-
;vhefo when buds mnd jove sprang into be-
ng.

And the young chap. thoagh a elown.
has geaerally succeeded in making known
his wishes. If hée wants the girl he man-
ages to lat her know It with word, sign,
sigh or tear. Not many marriages have
Deen passad off uncelebrated'’ becauss tha
swain lacked nerve,

But if the woman wishes to propose,
muke it proper that she should do so. At
first It would seem a tride odd; it would
be rather embarrassing for a man to be
forced to say:

“Ub, believe me when I declare that I
am sorry. 1 bave ever held you In high
esteem, and—and 1 will be a brother to
soir. Good-by, and God bless you.”™

And would it pot be rather novel for a

the discussers have taken

fair proposer to bwar the frightensd words
“You—you are so unexpected. Oh! this e
so sudden. What will my father say? Oh!
Give me time to thipk.™

Yes, lst women pro-
pose, Quesns do, and
not the Amerlean
woman n quesnT TWe
know of one that
“hossed™  our West
the congtroctions of &
railwny and wen T}
herseif the queen of
sphdes,

We know of another
that s a quesn of
finunce, nnd that onece
tonk ber maonevy ot
of & bank when =he
heard that the mresk-
dent of the institution
opened  the  vanits
with prayer. Finally
he closid them with fraud.

Day by doy the Americon woman 12 be-
coming maore and more sslf-reliant; she
knows how to Invest her money, and ought
to be permitied to seek a proper investment
for her affections. =

In Colorado, whers women vota on =i
questione, hold office and make palitlc 1l
epoeches at ward meetings, the speech md-
dressed to orce that she might suppnse
would maks her a good Ife partner s de-
nled her by soclety, She ean declare hersell
a candidate fur the Legislature, but not for
matrimony.

And, by the way, If wamen should pro-
pose, why shonld they not call on men the
wime ax men now call on women?

Why should not the girl come zround and
take the young fellow to church or to the
theater? Hut wouldn't It, for a time at
Jeust, be rather an odd spectacle 1o see o
football player. dressed up, sitting for com-
pany. Think of a girl bowing 1o a cham-
plon feather welght and asking: “Msy L
see you home?”

If women were granted by soclety to ex-
ercite her own judgment or to follow the
almost absolutely =afe leadings of her own
affections, there donbtless would be fewer
divorces It is the luw that declares mar-
rlage 1 blessed fnstitution and Ly thet ace
knowledges that It v & fallure, It will ever
be # blessing and a fallure—a blessine

=

OFPIE READ.

where there ia true affection and a fallure
when promptsd by other motlves,

Throughout the land there I going up the
ery that American familles are not large
enough, that children are constantly Josing
popilarity. The owner of Lhe bardwood-
finished fat standa as the chlid's enemy.

The earth, God's flower sprinkled carpet,
i= none too good for the boy. the fut
statesman. but his feet must not profame
the surface of shining cak.

The large family is the ideal home. Noth-
Ing is more desolate than the prospect of
4 childless old age. America’s destiny Is to
rule the world, in progress, In idea= and
the country’s future ties in the midst of the
fumily circie.

“HBut |t makes slaves of man and woman,™
says the effele economist., Ah, the large
family develops more heroes and heroines
than slaves. And if love be the life-calllng
spirft of the family, how much better will
be its members; and If prospoxing by the
woman will lead 10 more affectionate mat-
ing. I=L her propose.

Downy in Kentucky en old fellow saki:
“There is no use denying the fact, T was
worter shy, and Margaret got tired of wait-
ing for men.

“[ don’t ithink I would have given her up,
in the long run, but the run was too long
for her, und she kept on a-hinting and
a-hinting ¢ill ar lost I "lowed yes, and thero
we were, married before I knowed what bad

happenal. And we ralsed a whopping fam- HI i-"

fly. If we badn't, them Johnsons over the :
creek would have wiped us out.”™
Mr, Mangasarian, liberal, deep, just, de-
clared that ths union of Gesrge Eliot and
Lawes was an idea! marriage, but that &
marriuge {or money, though performad witip
all the solemnity of the law, was bmmoral.
Hundreds of women clapped their hands.
1t id not argue that they had no respect
for the “law marriage,” but that they wera
fiee enough 1o express their approval of & ,
lofly sentiment. 1

When luw makes love a task, romance
siizdders. When money strives to kindie i

the soul into a Aame of affection, a poem of
sweet und willlng sacrifice, human nature
feels ashumed of jtself and morallty bows
iis grayiog bead

Copyright, 1808 by W. B. Hearst. Grea® Brit-
nin rights reserved.
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The Tootsy-Wootey—This beauntiful and
graceful littls creature s indigenous to the
fauna of every country, and wherever found
i» most useful in assisting man to make a
fool of himself,

In this respect its services are invaluable,
and, o= it aiso acts as & scaprgoat on wWhich
he may lay the blame when be gels luto
truuble, It will be seen that it occuples an
important position in the wise economy of
oature.

It would be sad, indeed, to think how
good and lone'y man would be without this
valuable littis animal.

Generally the Tootsy-Wootsy belongs to
the kitten family, but beyond this it has
been found impossible to classify it, owing
to the wide divergence of opinion concerning
it that exists between different writers on
the subject

Wuemen naturalists are practically. unani-
mous in nolding that it is a sly lttle minx,
with overrated charms and a highly devel-
oped faculty for geiting thers (genus Fem-
inibus Workibus), while men sclentists de-
clara that it is a guileless little creature
whose artless ways make every man want
it for & pet (gonus Feminis Clingingvinis).

These contradictory views are caslly ex-
plainable by the well-known fact that the
Tootsy-Wootsy conducts itself entirely aif-
ferently in the presence of men and women.

With women it s a dull, disagreeabls lit-
tle beast that never exhibits any of its
cuta tricks, while the moment & man ap-
pears on the scene it wakes up, licks itseif
inte =hape and begins to gambol abgutl his
feot and go through a hundred attractive
little stunts.

The appearance of the Tootsy-Wootsy 13
such as (0 cause every man who sees it to
inwardly exclaim: *“Oh, what a darling!™
and-longs to stroke its Suffy pompadour,
and have it cuddle down oa his ghoulder.

This is exceedingly risky, as it has bren
proven that the apparently harmless Ii-
tle animal possesses many of the traits of
the vampire, and can suck the life blood
out of a pocket-book befcre you can say
Jack Robinson, yel, nevertheless, such is

Heoeeosss000sscocen
NEW JERSEY AS :

A DIVORCE MECCA.

REPTURLIC SPECIAL

Trenton, N. J., March 7.—The
Court of Errors and Appeals has
reversed br a unanimous vote the
decision of Vice Chancellor Pitney In
refusing to grant Mre Hester Wal-
lace a divorce from her husband, Wil-
llam Wallace, Her soit had bem
dismissed on the ground that she
came hers from New York to take
advantage of the New Jersey divorce
laws. Heér counsel appealed. It was
beld that the act of & person moving
to this State to obtain a divorce
shows neither [legality nor impropri-
ety of motive The court holds, how-
ever, that it must be shown that the
appilcant for diverce intends to re-
main in Lhe State.
P90 9900000000000
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the intrepld bravery of the Lord of Crea-
tian that he even courts this danger lu-
gtead of shunning it

The amateur student of natural history
will have no diiculty in distinguishing the
Tootey-Wootsy at sight, as it has Jarge
saucer-like eyes and an alr of abnormal in-
nocence. 1t has Uttle or no brains, but
s0 far from this belng considered a defect
it 13 accounted an additional attraction,
and the sillier It acts the more highly do
men esteem It as a pel.

Unfortunately, the habits of the Tootsy-
Wootsy have not received that careful in-
vestigntion from men that they deserve, but
they form a most Instructive study for ev-
ery cheerful worker.

1t is belleved by sclentists that this deil-
cate looking liitle creature subsists entire-
Iy upon bonbons, ice cream soda and salads,
of which It consumes ncredible quantities,
and It spends its time sitting around and
looking helpless and Ignorant.

This shows almost human Intelligence, for
1t causes all the other animals to fight with
each other for the privilege of feeding It
and carrylng its luggnge around.

The two most marked characteristics of
the Tootsy-Wootsy are its abliity to weep,
and {'s faculty for clinging, and it is to
these admirabie qualitles that it owes its
faculty for alwavs arriving with the goods

The Tootey-Woolsy never kicks ke =
Gonkey when things go wrong, or scolds
like a parrot; but the minute It perceives
that it is about to be left it begins to let
great pearly tears run down its cheeks, and
=0 piteous Is |ts appearance that every one
hastens to give in and let littls Tootsy-
Wootsy have the floor.

It i= also as adhesive as a porous plnster.
and when (t finds a good thing it sticks to
ft. XNobedy was ever known whe could
shake a Tootsy-Wootsy.

The manner in which the Tootlsy-Woolsy
secures its prey s most Interesting. It
never attacks women, but when a man
heaves in sight it makes & bee line for him,
and his only safety is in flight, for if the
artful ercature once gets her manicured
claws upon him the united sirength of the
entire United States army would be losuf-
fcient to rescue him.

The method of attack emploved Is pe-
cullar. It begins by gaszing soulfully up In
& man's face and uttering a little porring
sound that makes the man throw out his
chest and look important

It then festoons ltseif onm his arm and
looks wistfully up in his face, while it emits

i
ﬂfl
E
fectlon in Paris, but the specimens on ex- ;
hitition slong Broadway are remarkably at-
tractive this year Boston !s the only elty
where the Tootsy-Woolsy ls unknown. This
accounts for the fact that few men reside
in that town, while it is & favorite place of
residence with women.
Copyright, 190, by 'W. E. Hearst. Great Britaln
ts reserved.
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TWENTY-FIVE YEARS AGO 2

TO-DAY IN ST. LOUIS. 3

River boal, burned at the foot of @
Lesperance street, within a few feet
of where the Grand Republic was de-
stroyed by fire Captain Herman
Swartz owned the Colossal

Great flocks of wild geess wers seen
fiving northward along the river, In-
dicating the coming of mild weather.

A meadow mole, a horned owl and
and a flying squirrel were added to
the collection at the Fuir Grounds.

James Mullaney, a newsboy, fell
from a horse car and was seriously
hurt.

Patrolmea McHale and Prince ar-
resied a2 man pamed Pickles for
siealing a keg of beer.

Mrs. Willam Boyer was robbed of
40 by two negroes.

The Scuth St Louls Club, Ninth

Future City Lodge, L O. W. M.,
Eave an entertainment in which those
who took part were Misas Cora Car-
penter, Miss Epstein, Miss Mary A,
Hegan, Miss Hattie Tidd, Mrs, Kate
J. H. Russell,
Charles Dreyer and W. H. Lindmay.

Captain J. V. Reynolds purchased
a half interest In the river packet
Paris Brown.
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